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GDM and I: Reflections of a Foreign Teacher
Mike Cox

I have been asked to write about my feelings about teaching English using GDM.
I wish to emphasize here at the outset that the following comments are meant to be
taken as just that: feelings. Many of these observations are impressions only, for
they are made on the basis of very limited experience gained through teaching only
elementary fifth and sixth graders at the YMCA and on observation of demonstrations

of similar classes held elsewhere.

First of all, in the GDM classroom I don't feel that my being a native speaker of
English particularly offers any more advantages to my students than they would get if
they were being taught by a Japanese, except perhaps for pronunciation in the intro-
ductory phases. Order, content, and the method of dealing with, the material is
already set. Teaching in sense units is important, however; and to a native speaker,
introducing, practicing, and reading the material in such sense units comes perhaps
more natural than to Japanese instructors. Given that instructors have sufficient
proficiency in English to enable them to instinctively feel and act using these units
in the classroom and to pronounce them reasonably correctly, whether the teacher is a

native speaker or not doesn’t seem to me to matter very much.

Secondly, teaching according to GDM requires conscientious dedication.
Introducing new concepts unambiguously necessitates considerable preparation, both
mental and physical. Planning each lesson as to that day’s procedure, time allocation
for each part of the lesson, and then assembling the required materials means that a
teacher can't just arrive ten or fifteen minutes before class begins and expect to
succeed with his students. Thus, through teaching under GDM, I have become aware

of the responsibilities of a good teacher.

I find myself looking forward to teaching each lesson, because I enjoy being with
my students, this year fifth graders. This is partly because they are children and
teaching children is a joy to me, but it’s also because watching them suddenly grasp a
concept and express it for the first time is very rewarding personally. That feeling of
“Aha!” is a precious and meaningful one, one that even as abults we should constantly
be striving to experience as frequently as possible.
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I sometimes get depressed when my students don’t respond —I am often confused
as well, since I don’t know whether they are unresponsive because of inadequate under-
standing of the lesson, or because they are hung-up over the fact that their teacher is
a foreigner and therefore inscrutable at times. I have been working hard to create a
classroom atmosphere in which the students can feel that they may say anything at
anytime without fear of mistakes or disapproval from me.

I find myself in disagreement with some of the English in ETP and avoid using it
with my students. One example of this would be the “This is the thumb.” “These
are the fingers.” section on page 10 of Book I. I don't see any necessity or desira-
bility here for employing two new words, “thumb” and “fingers”, in order to introduce
still another third word “the”. Since these two content words do not reappear until
pages 48 and 43 respectively, the concept of “the” as introduced here could be just as
easily introduced using “the floor” and “the walls”, for example, both of which re-occur
soon after anyway. Similarly, introducing the function word “after” in such an abstract
context as “We put question marks after questions.” (p.30)is unacceptable to me. “We
put a question mark here” (pointing to the end of the question sentence or using an
arrow in the case of worksheets) fulfills the same purpose, that is, teaching the
students how to write questions. Finally, the seldomused “What is the time?” rubs
me the wrong way. To me, naturalness should not be sacrificed to convenience, in
this case GDM’s convenience, and “What time is it?” is not impossible for students
to grasp, since “it” is used frequently throughout preceding lessons. I sense that the
more abstract the concept, the more difficult it would become to teach it “directly” in
the classroom using GDM. This problem deserves considerable deliberation on the
part of all concerned with GDM.

My final feeling about teaching via GDM is that, in its being graded and the
material being frequently reinforced, it is very well suited to teaching children but
that its very gradedness makes it rather unsuitable and/or inadequate for teaching
adults who can only come to class twice a week for one and a half or two hours. To
remain stimulating and intellectually satisfying for adults it would have to be taught on
an intensive basis, say every day for an hour or two. Otherwise, I think, the pace
would seem too slow. I'm not too dogmatic on this point, though, as I've yet to see
an adult class run according to GDM. These, then, for whatever they're worth, are
the thoughts of one GDM English teacher — a somewhat restless native.
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