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Teacher—Training and Guidance

at Language Research, Inc.

by Frances Viglielmo

Mrs. Viglielmo, who has been in Tokyo since March of this

year,

before coming here,

has been warmly welcomed by the group interested
in the Harvard Graded Direct Method,
as Frances Farrell,

For several years
she was on the

staff of Language Research Inc.in Cambridge, Mass, , work-

ing closely with Dr, I,
Gibson,

A. Richards and Miss Christine
Much of her work has been in teaching English

to Spanish-speaking people and Spanish to Americans, As
she has had experience with television programs, we look
forward to her help in developing similar work here,

Since, in the Harvard Graded Direct
Method Teachers’ Group News Bulletin
1938,

Chappell wrote extensively of the latest

of August 20, Miss Constance
developments in teaching materials put
out by Language Research, Inc , I shall
confine myself in this report to the
Miss
Gibson at the Harvard Graduate School

teacher-training program under

of Education and also to the increasing
volume of mimeographed materials a-
vailable for teachers who cannot avail
themselves of the regular course and
who are seeking guidance in the use of
Language Research materials, and also

generally in the improvement of their

;te'aching methods, whether or not they

—Constance Chappell

are using such materials.

‘At Harvard the program for those in-
terested in becoming foreign language
teachers (including English as a foreign
language) usually comes under the high
school teacher-training program since
the majority of foreign language teach-
ing is begun at that level in the U, S,
educationel system, However, in recent
years, various student-teachers have
expressed interest in junior high school
and even elementary school foreign
language teaching, and the faculty of
the graduate school, Miss Gibson in-
cluded, has sought to provide both the
theory and practice necessaf& in the

training for such teaching. In the fali
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semester, student-teachers pursue a pro-

gram of four and a half courses
combining educational and foreign
language course requirements, During

these three and a half months, students
in Miss Gibson’s methodology course
have not only the lectures and reading
material of the course but also are
given many opportunities to visit ongoing
language courses (including such lan-
guages as Hebrew, English, Spanish,
French and German)at private and public
schools in the metropolitan Boston area.
There are also many hours spent in
laboratory work—specifically in becom-
ing acquainted with the operation and
care of the audio-visual equipment
which increasingly plays so important
a part in present-day language teaching.
Students are also required to follow the
televised French or Spanish or English
programs on WGBH-TV, the Boston
educational television station. It might

programs in themselves are among the
best teacher-training materials put out
by Language Research, for they give
the teacher in capsule form the model
for a perfect language lesson—emphasi-
zing the initial oral-
aural training, of grading of vocabulary
and syntax, and of constant review.
For successful completion of Miss Gib-
son’s course a term paper is required
Usually
the term paper is a detailed three-month
elementary language course plan; this
particular kind of term paper prepares
the students very well indeed for the
following term’s actual teaching work.
Other term paper topics may be basic
vocabulary studies of a given lan-
guage, specifics of pronunciation and
intonation difficulties and how to
overcome them,

importance of

rather than an examination.

or studies of existing
elementary language texts in compar-
ison with Language Research texts,

to add that these half-hour -

With all this theoretical work and
observation behind them, the student-
teachers are ready for the practice
teaching which begins in early February,
For the past ten or fifteen years at
least, school systems of the surrounding
Boston area have worked in close co-
operation with the Harvard Graduate
School of Education in placing student-
teachers either in already existing
language classes (under the supervision
of one of their own teachers) or in
newly-formed classes which are then
supervised daily by experienced mem-
bers of Miss Gibson’s research staff. For
both types of classes Miss Gibson has
provided, free of charge, Language
Research materials such as movie reels,
moving picture machines, tape-record-
ers, phonographs, texts, records, etc,
Such cooperation has been mutually
satisfactory : the school systems profit
from new materials and techniques at
no cost to themselves, and Language
Research profits from the opportunity
to test new materials and techniques
and to continue training teachers in
the graded direct method. The student-
teachers are required, as part of such
practice teaching, to write detaile
daily lesson plans(which frequently stem
from their term papers of the previous
semester), observe each other when
not teaching themselves, keep anec-
dotal records on their own students,
devise their own tests (both written and
oral-aural), and attend a weekly class
under the experisnced super-
vision of a research staff member or
Miss Gibson, the teaching of the week
is carefully assessed.

where,

Graduates of this training program
have virtually no difficulty being placed
in schools for the following September,
many of them in the very schools in
which they did their practice teaching
and many also within the Boston met-
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ropolitan area where the reputation
of the Harvard training is high. As
often as not, student-teachers will con-
tinue working with Miss Gibson as
research assistants at Harvard.

Up to two or three years ago, this
teacher-training program was one 6_f
the two direct contacts Language Re-
search had with the actual classroom
teacher. The other contact was through
the steady flow of correspondence from
teachers, asking for guidance in im-
proving their own teaching methods or
in the use of Language Research ma-
terials. Since the beginning of French
through Television, and subsequently
with Spanish and English through Tel-
evision, this “steady flow’’ has reached
the proportions of a flood. Nation-
wide telecasting of these programs is
the cause. Impressed by the success
of the programs in arousing and
maintaining student interest and motiva-
tion, these teachers are eager to learn
the theoretical and practical bases of the
graded direct method. To meet these in-
creasing demands for help from teachers
who cannot take the Harvard course
themselves, Miss Gibson and her research
staff have written and compiled pam-
phlets whose subject matter runs from
the beginnings of Basic English and
direct method techniques to vocabulary
lists, indices, frequency counts, and
very detiled teachers’ guides. All of
these, plus the opportunity to see perfect
half-hour television
programs, provide a medium through
which Language Researcn can reach the
mass of language teachers. It isall most
timely; the U S, government

lessons in the

becomes
increasingly conscious of the language
inadequacy of its citizens, and the
educational system itself is seeking an-—
swers to the problem of improving lan-
guage teaching in the face of an increas
ing student population. Undoubtedly,

Language Research is one of the
pioneers in one field: mass education,
both for teachers and students, through
television and other mechanical aids.
© A partial list of such teacher guid-
ance materials follows; I have itemized
pamphlets which refer to English-
teaching specifically, although similar
materials exist for the other languages
also,

1. English through Pictures Lesson
Outlines: gives the vocabulary in-
.take and basic syntax patterns of
consecutive pages of the Pocket
Book (i.e., Lesson 1 covers pages
1-6), and where the same material
may be found in a) English
through Television, b)English Film
Series I, c¢) English Filmstrip Se-
ries I, d) the Anglophone record-
ings, e) the workbooks of English.
With this in hand the teacher Has a
bird’s eye view of what is to be
taught in this lesson and where to
find it in the materials which she
has.-

2. English Film Series [, Scripts:
gives the sentences pronounced by
the model. voice in the order in
which they are said for every car-
toon film,
English Television Cartoon Scripts,
Series I: almost the same as above,
except that in the television
programs there are some slight
changes. Depending on whether she
is teaching from the film or from the
television program, the teacher can
request either of these two pam-
phlets,

4 . English Television Live Action
Scripts:exactly what the actors say
during the live-action sections of
the television programs.

(9]

Extra vo-
cabulary is listed separately at the
beginning and then underlined as

it appears in the script. This can
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- be used for supplementary reading

materials for the students agffer they
have seen the program, if the
teacher so chooses to do.

5. English Television Program Out-
lines: the actual sequence of cartoon
and live-action sections presented
during the half-hour program. With
this the teacher can see ahead and
knows when new material will be
introduced and when a review is
coming.

6. IN PREPARATION:

Revised Teachers’ Guide: this
Harvard BFErraFfIEE
SEHIAZIVISAVEET
QS FLTEIHYTETX k’; I
ZEINTVILIS
& BH IE i3
£23E—% Harvard ¢ Language Re-

search Inc. Tf7 X 7202 B>, #kH
amum»m%Aw&womo%Eg*mﬁ
ZRTHETHT»DC £ { Washing-
ton I'PE Boston "FRA I, REZETAIT
BEREDZA, ¥ v TV oOERSEETODS
&, BERE, REODZE, TH
T$ Harvard ¢ vard (campus OZ &%
Harvard i3 yard &u5, EVEHIDE
ZEMTHESZNTVT, o704 yard &
BB SIZH T BINETRHIZINL -
126
Texas o, Kx L1z, B3, K&
R BY 2BRCEL TRILE»LRS
L, BEX 7 Language Research Inc. D&
B3 A E—REROMNIRET, Botck H/h
{, BETH- 12, EREEMNLLTLUE

T LU L ER

--~will take the place of the book,
-, Teachers’ Guide to LEL, and the
pamphlet, Teachers’ Guide to Eng-
lish through Pictures, both of which
are obsolete, This new guide will
take into account all the new ma-
terials and their effective use in
class.

All of these materials to help the
teacher are available free of charge
(except for possible mailing charges for
overseas) from Language Reserch, Inc.,
13 Kirkland Street, Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts, U.S A,
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Teacher’s Pleasure
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Excursion,

We went to Huttu by bus last Friday,

Huttu is one of pretty place in Tiba-
Ken_ It is near the sea, We started from
Sinziku at 6 :30 and before we get to
Huttu we took a rest at Inage,

Bus get to Huttu, when we went to
the sea on foot. We walked up to the
small mountain and on the top -the
cameraman took our photographs. and
we went down to the sea,

The sun is bright, our foot is very
warm on the sand,

We saw gray clouds in the sky, and
a small ship in the sea. Sea was smooth,

After we took our food we went into
the water,

Water was cold. .

We were there about 3 hours and came
back to bus and get to Sinzik at 6 : 30.
—3 nen Hiroko Uchida (REX Mz =,
FERGLTEFE)
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Stuart Chase : The Tyranny of Words
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John Wilson: Language and the
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Bess Sondel : T'he Humanity of Words
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