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Recent Developments in America

Constance Chappell

It is a pleasant thought that while
we are working with the Harvard
Graded Direct Method of English
teaching, research is continually going
on at Language Research, Inc., in
Cambridge, Mass. The purpose of my
article is to give an account of some
of the work which is being done there,
I wish first to tell about a new text-
book, Engilsh Through Pictures, Book
2, by I.A. Richards and Christine
Gibson, It has been in Tokyo book
stores only a few months,

Many teachers who had finished
Book 1 were waiting impatiently for
Book 2.They wanted something which
would carry their students on smoothly
and naturally
This is
have -in English Through Pictures,
“Book 2. The book carries out an im-

into fuller English,

exactly what they now

portant principle, namely, that after

teaching about 500 of the indispensable
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Basic words, it is wiser to branch in-
to non-Basic English. An analysis of
the language of Book 2 brings the fol-
About 140 new Basic
words are added to the first 500, leaving

lowing results,

about 200 still unused; and there are
about 250 non-Basic vocabulary items,
What may be of the greatest interest
to the teacher is the fact that about
90 words formerly used as nouns or ad-
jectives are now fully employéd as
verbs, Thus it would bé a misnomer to
call Book 2 a Basic English text-book,

Teachers will be interested in the
content of the book as well as in its
language. Though not written in Basic
English the ideas are basic. The book
draws on the physical sciences, onthe
literature, philosophy and religion of
East and West; it introduces principles
of social science and of education,Hu-—
mor is liberally sprinkled through the
pages, to lighten the learning hours,

Dr. Richards often says that im-

portant ideas can be expressed as well,
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if not better, in simple language than
in elaborate. The clear and entertain-
ing way in which these significant
things are said amply proves this point.
For a teacher who has attained the
goal of taking students through Book
1 of English Through Pictures,
than to

I can
think of no greater reward
continue through Book2 with the
same students,

I shall now give a list of recently
prepared materials which were avail-
able in Cambridge on May 1st, 1958.
After listing them I shall add notes
on a few of them,

1. English Through Television in
half hour programs alternating new
stick figures (similar to Pocket Book
1 pictures) and live fingures (living
persons, speaking, acting, etc.)

2. English Through Pictures

Series I and II,

Film
available on reels,
three lessons on a reel,

3. Film Strip Series I and II, Eng-
lish Through Pictures 1,

with alternating captions.

new series

4. Anglophone Recordings of Book 1.

5. Handwind with new recordings
of first 50 pages of text, !

6. A First Workbook of English
revised in Pocket Book Format, ‘

7. A Second Workbook of English
(to be redone as a Pocket book next
year,)

8. Outline History of the U.S. Just
a few days ago we received in Tokyo
“The United
in the Twentieth Century”

a supplement entitled
States

which uses the language of English
Through Pictures, Book 2.

Note on 1, At Cambridge there has
been much success with a French
Through Television program, and later
with a corresponding program for
Spanish. Fan mail showed that large
numbers made use of these programs
The

project also met with enthusiastic com-

for serious language learning.
mendation from educational auther-
ities, Now the news comes to us that
“the English film series is being
remade to television specifications in
a new version to be used in New York
in September, 1958. This is important
to us, as it raises the question wheth-
er or not the same material could be
in teaching English ‘to -
The delay in

English ' television program

used here
Japanese, issuing an
in the
United States is understandable, for
the number of persons wanting to
learn English is few, and many are

eager to 1éarn such languages as
French or-Spanish, It seems that in
the New York area there are enough
persons wanting to learn or improve:
their English to warrant an English:
program,

Note on 2. Film Series I and II on®
reels is the most effective audio-visual”
aid yet devised., It is a more expen-:
sive equipment, but vastly superior to
the old system of running film strips
with Anglophone records, which it su-
percedes, The new pictures are the

same or similar to those in the Pocket

_3 -
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Book. As each picture appears the ap-
propriate sentence is heard. Then a
pause is allowed for student repeti-
tion. At that time the written words
are flashed on the screen. Each reel
is supposed to be used several times,
until the student has absorbed it. To

hear the language before seeing it in

written form is good procedure. The
language of Series II goes well into
the second Pocket Book.

Note on 5. The handwind is a

simple mechanism, low priced,to be
used in areas such as some parts of
India, where there is no electricity.
Is it easy or even possible for Jap-
anese teachers to get these aids for
their own use? Everyone should know
that both Books 1 and 2 of Eauglish
Through Pictures are on sale in Japan,
Mr. Inoue of Tuttle Book Store at
Takashimava will give information.
As for the mechanical items, none
are for sale in Japan now, Our friends
in Cambridge are generous in their
attitude toward serious teaching pro-
letter (May 1)
Miss Gibson writes, “We are supplying

English Through Pictures;

jects. In her recent

Series I

and II on film reels at print costs to
some projects where competent people
can report back their findings, In one
or two cases we are also lending filrr‘xsg
without payment when a project can
be outlined to show what explor-
atory use can be made, and follow up
reports can be promised.” She then

proceeds to say, “We shall send ydu

the new alternating film strips and
the new model handwind with re-
cords.” Both are here,
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ACC TOHEHEEEZDEHTA~N—F o 2
VFEITVHY « AVFORBWIR E 5120
B2 EWHEMMHDEUI, LLRIRE
+REROEZBNMLUI T

Graded Direct Method i, 3EZE 24
E#E L 95 A#dS full English ~DFE—F
EUT, RFLEITHOORIEZ 21E %
rHRELsNIciEEETHD, C. K.
Ogden 7?3 Dr. Richards WhD b EiT,
FEEL 850 38 (& T derivatives)di#
HMOAFNTIE » T 5,

Oral Approach {3 H v K%ED Dr.
Fries DRIET 3 {BEET, KFEL=IEH
D, BRREZEII1ZDIKELLNITRATIE
G.D.M. tAUHB, 2z, TMEL LRE
PIVT, BREZOSDO2EHBEHITLD
EEIRBILBEL T B,

O0.A i3, BESEFEOSHAEITLY,
HEEOREZPREL, ZOF &M 2FER
TEAERE-TWS, G.D.M. DF#Hfic
&/ TATH] 2EM S5, 0.A. Ed
hDZZORFB2HEME LTV 5, &KE
RIS 2oz, G.D.M. D3 523,
gradation DETEFFODEENIZ .
O.A. DELLAFZIKRELIFRIZ, FEED
BEESAESITL, XEFHOBIKEL S
B 2Ho b UDARSITTEL T &K
5., G.D.M. T, EFEOHEFITIXM
iz, iz, G.D.M. Ti, EE, X
o, ERIRGEWICIEETAY, 0. A T
12, /NPT attack LTI EAZEOD
/B E LTI, WED difference L b §,
similarity &EH L, WEOEMR 2R
BUTTLXETHA5, (E+RETKIR)

— 4 —



T T R T T g

T

Ao o0 TR

Nioad

OQ. E P, p.48, Eyes, nose, and mouth

are parts of a face. (D nose, mouth,
p.50, It is part of a leg. D part DFi
KREFRABRZNDTTH», (FFRAEETF)

A. You have given me a really
troublesome problem to solve. In
regard to the omission of the articles
1in two sentences you quoted I can
only say that to use the articles is
equally correct. That is to say these
would be perfectly natural sentences.

The eyes, the nose and the
mouth are parts of a face.
It is a part of a leg.

In actual spoken English I think
“a” is often omitted with “part of”,
The roof is part of a house. A branch
is part of a tree. In both cases ““a part
of” is also natural.

The other sentence about the parts
of a face is more difficult to comment
upon, I can only call the sentence in
the Pocket Book highly idiomatic, I
do not think one would be likely to
say, “Leaveas, branches and trunk
are parts of a tree”, Instead one would
say, “The leaves, the branches and
the trunk---.” I do not say the first
would never be found in the speech
of a native speaker of Engilsh but I
think it unlikely,

If a teacher prefers to say, “The
eyes, the nose and the mouth---,” and

if she thinks it would come more

naturally to the children I would
advise her to do so.
I am not saying the P.B. sentence

is wrong, that would be ridiculous,

but that to me the use of articles’
here is more natural and logical. ‘

(Constance Chappell)
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letters in this word, The word “man”
has three letters, They are m, a, and
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It Was May 16,1358

It was morning. The time was five,
My eyes were open, The windows were
open. My mother said, “Have you
obento and okasi in the bag?” I said,
“Yes,

Sinziku with my sister.

’

I have the things.” 1 went to
I said “good
morning” to my friends.

We were in the bus, The bus went
to Manazuru, I saw mountains and
the sea, We were in the sea, I saw a
fish and kani and sea birds. Then I
to a
“Where is it?” I said,

” She took

said, “I see a fish and kani”,
friend. She said,
“Kani is between stones.
the kani,

We were in the bus which was
going to Sinziku again. The bus went
to Odawara, I got a kamaboko. The
bus went to Sinziku, I said “good
bye” to my frends. I was in the other
bus. I went to my house,
Yasuko)

We Went to Manazuru

(Miyata

We went to Sinziku-eki from our

houses, I saw her when the long hand

and the short hand were together at
six. There were buses at Sinziku-eki
and we were in one of them. Our

buses were going in the street. I put

the bag on the shelf, I saw persons,

—_f —



houses, buses and cars there, We were
going in the buses in the long, long
street to Enosima, We were in the
bus at Enosima when the short hand
was at nine and the long hand at
eight. I went out of the bus through
the door., I was in the bus again,

We were going to Manazuru

from Odawara. We went to the bus-

stop beforel went to Manazuru. I saw -

the water which is Manazuru kaigan.

We took our obento. I put my feet in

the water., (Iwasaki Hisavo)
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