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1. The English language should be used
.as  much as possible in the English
classroom. L
2. The teacher should speak English
slowly and simply, so as to be within the

comprehension of the student.

3. Translation is a specialized skill, It

may be used judiciously at any level
of instruction, but should never be
allowed to become a crutch without
which the student cannot move‘in the
English language.

4 . More attention should be given to the
teaching of the. "mampulatmg words” of

English than to the “Content vocabulary”

Nouns, verbs, adjectives, and the like

~are eg.sily, taught, while teachers tend.
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over the more difficult
vocabulary items of English, such as .
prepositions and auxiliaries, These

latter however, deserve the greater
preportxon of ernphasm, partlcularly
in the initial years of instruction,

v §iﬁce they are the essential manipula-
' tors :-of the language.

.5-,,_::0”13’ a few. new words, and only
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one new word order pattern should be
taught for mastery during ome class
period ; and they should be given planned
review.

6. Teaching of wvacabulary should be
made as meaningful as possible through

visual aids and connection with the

_experience of the student.

7 . Much attention should be given to the
teaching of word order, which -is now
recognized as a vital meaning factor of
English. Dr Fries bf Michigan and Dr.
Kichin of Teachers College, Colum-
bia, recommend that foreign students

be restricted in their production to

those standard word order patterns '

which carry the fewest special.. emo-
tional connotations.

8. Reading materials should be suited
to the level of the student The Ameri-
can or British classics are in most
cases unsuitable for use in beginning
or intermediate classes. Until the

student has mastered English, he -pwiil

only, suffer from an exposure to  the .4_

language in its hlghCSt form, Th1s
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{pdint‘deserves particular emphasis in

! the countriés of the Far East, where

f the classics are over-used, in a conti-

nuing process of painful translation,

9. Reading aloud §h’ould be used only
with great care as a- device to test or
drill on pronunciation and

This device.is over-practised in many

intonation.

areas, to such an extent that students

"develop a highly artificial form of

' speech—and at the same time lose

many valuable class hours. (The pop-
ularity of reading aloud is probably
caused by the fact that it requires no
advance preparatibn by the teacher.)
10. The language lesson shozda' have a
large proportion of student part:czpat:on
11. Oral drill
mastery Rapid-fire drills periods should

is essentml for irue
form part of most class ‘hours, in
order that the student may :learn to
produce English 1w-i‘thout__.;conscicus
thought, Drill is important for pronun-
ciation, intonation;" vacabulary and
word order training. Students may be
drilled individually, by groups and by
entire class; to be most effective the
procedur_e""s_hoﬁld_ be constantly varied.
Drill is as useful in large classes  as
in small. Care should be taken to see
that the drills do not become mere
memorization, Excellent dfill proce-

"dures have been worked out by Fries

" and Kichin, following some of the sub-

stitution table techniques developed

bqur.

Harold Palmer.

-~ 12. Formal grammatical terms should be

ko

. avoided. Agreement is not yet complete
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reflection of the culture

among the experts as to what. cons~

titutes the true grammar of the English
language However
agreed that

it is consistently

dxffxcult ' grarﬁmétic%ﬂ_

-terminology and analysis should be

avoided, and that the presentation of

rules or gr%nmar_ should. be handled

with care, as they are in many cases
misleading and xnaccurate

13. 7T he sound system of English language
can  most effectively be introduced
through some symbolic representation. 1t is
generally agreed that the International
Phonetic Alphabet symbols‘are mbst.
efficient and that phonemic, rather
than phonetic transcription-should be
emplaoyed. '
14. Progress through a text shoald usually
be slow and thorough, raiher than rapid
and cursory, This is an essential point
if

in the first years of instruction

competence in speaking and under- -

standing the language is the objective,
15. The: teacher should feel free to wvary
the text to meet the needs, mterests and
learning pace of the students In areas
in which the textbooks are inadequate,

"the teacher should be urged to make

changes and dele_tions as the situation

requires, SH

16. The teacher should at all times re- '

member that English is a living language.

This statement involves two important .

points: (a) the English class should be
lively and interesting, and (b). English
‘can most -logically be taught as a
it
is spdken,' ~

in which
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